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Amerien’s Position as to the Allles
and the Central Power.

Thousands of Americans have read
with surprise apd sorrow the bltter
comments of a part of the British
press, and likewlse of some of the
French and Italian newspapers, upon
President Witson's well meant but
clumuily contrived effort to advance
the day of peace. The expressions of
the Irritation excited among our
friends abroad by the note to the bel-
ligerents, suggesting not a conference
but merely an Interchange of views
that might possibly lead to a confer-
ence, have become somewhat less acrid
with the passing days; but there re-
mains a world of misunderstanding
a8 to the motives which impelled our
Chilef Magistrate to speak ns he did
(and as he had a right to speak, bar-
ring some detalls to which we have
already referred) In the name of this
peutral republic and its hundred mill-
fon of people.

While Tae 8Bux belleves that the
President’s main purpose was to good
ayes legible even In the confusion of
statements and infelicities of phrase
which® characterized his note to the
belligerents, and while we give him
full credit for an honorable purpose
which coincides with the hope that
must be uppermost In every humane
and disinterested mind In this coun-
try, we are bound to say that the un-
fertunale document falled to make
the intended Impression on Intelll-
geuces hot with the passion of patri-
otism, ax In the case throughout the
British Islands, For warring peoples
it is hard and oftentimes Impossible
te understand the point of view of
friendship that is neutral—technically
peutral in the sense of International
law, Wheng nation Is fighting, beart
and soul as well ns with ts arms, the
word “neutrality” becomes temporarily
obsolete wo fur as its own vocabulary
s concerned, And the misconceptions
arising from this state of mind were
fmmensely Increased by the incredl-
ble stupldity of the series of official

. axplanations that followed the note,

the explanations of expianations, the
disavowanls of Intention and restate-
ments of Intention, and the promises
of further explunations yet to come.
Little wonder that the English com-
mentators were In a bog of bewlider-
ment ay to what President Wirsox
was driving at; and it may be useful
now, In the interest of a better under-
standing scross the water, to cata.
logue some of the misapprehensions
pearest the surface of English and
French comment :

1. That the President was playing
Germany's game In the most open
and barefaced manner, with the de
liberate intention of helping the Gov-
emment at Berlin to get out of the
trouble in which Its own great sin
Involved thut natlon sbout thirty
months ugo,

2. That the President had permitied
himself to become the dupe and un-
consclous tool of mstute German dl-
plomacy ; and that his note was by sin-
ister suggestion so timed as to seem
to back'up with neutral support the
previous overtures of Germany her-
sel!. The explanation from Wash-
ington that the American note to the
belligerents had been projected and
substantially finished before Germany
proposed golng Into conference over
terms of peace dig not entircly remove
from English minds this unfortunate
misconception,

8. That the motive actuating Mr,
WiLson was n petty and vainglorious
desire to Inject his own personality
into the situation with a view to

"prestige and historical renown simi-

lar to that acquired by President
RooszverLt by his move for the get-
tlement of the Russian-Japanese war,
Here, as In other Instances, the Pres-
ident’s own language lent color to the
mistake; for Mr. Wirsox, lu his note
published on December 21, actually
soggested the suspleion by his char-
acteristle and unnecessary disclnimer
of any wish “to play a part In con-
pectipn with the recent overtures of
the Central Powers."

4, That the President was lnterced-
ing for peace In Europe simply and
solely to avert further complications
with Germany in the matter of sub-
marine activitles affecting American
lives and propesty. In other words,
that the motive of the note was na-
tional cowardice, and that Germany
used this cowardice to further her
own aims. Here agnin the mistake
found support In the President’s own
words; for he mpecifically (nformed
the several Governments he was ad-
Gressing that his concern for an early

i

can Interests If the war was
tinue, It Is eany to see how this ex-
planation of his%ourse might be mis
interpreted by the Allles, and
particularly from the British
of view, such a plea for rellef
trouble might not be regarded
entire aympathy. The
6. That the President was so lack-
ing In ordinary perception of the
moral causes underlying this mighty
struggle as to credit the aggressors

1
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tion of the rights of small, weak na-
tions, and the same seal in the cham-
plonship of those rights. The unfor-
tunaté phrase was this: “He takes
the liberty of ealling attention to the
fact that the objects which the states-
men of the belligerents on both sides
have in mind In this war are virtually
the same, as stated In general terms
to their own people and the warid.
Each side desires to make the rights
and privileges of weak peoples and
small States as secure agalnst ag-
gresslon or denlal In the future as the
rights and privileges of the great and
powerful States now at war"” It
should surprise no American that this
deliverance, which might have been
omitted with great advantage to the
success of the note In the allled coun-
tries, shonld be regarded with amaze-
ment by the nntlons fighting for the
restoration of the rights of Belgium,
the rights of Serbin. To be put by
Mr, WiLsoN on the same moral plane
a8 the invaders of neutral Bel s
the destroyers of weak Berbia, a
classification not calculated to invite
confidence Iin his powers of discern-
ment: and the fondness of our Presl-
dent for turning what he regards as
fellcitous phrases is mot yet so well
understood llrlllllll as it is bere
His metaphysical expla-
nations of his meaning—that he re-
ferred not to the real ethics of the
respective causes but merely to the
causes as set forth by the statesmen
on one slde and the other, and that
he had no Intention of passing judg-
ment on the sincerity of the utterancea
of any belligerent—have not bettered
matters much o far as our British
friends are concerned. Nothing In
the whole business has done more
toward minifying the effect abroad
of the original note than this strange
passage, the bearing and significance
of which we can so readily compre
hend here at home,

We have taken space thus to cata-
logue and analyze the various theo-
ries of the genesis of the President's
note entertuined in England in order
to dismiss them all and to suggest to
foreign critics the propriety of dis-
missing them llkewlse,

Apart from the misfortunes of
method which have distingulshed this
tentative; apart, moreover, from the
question of the President's Intimate
purpose in volunteering his services,
the fact remains that he has con-
tributed In an important degree to
the clearing up or the war cloud In
Europe. The pousibility of a peace on
& stable basis Ix certninly not less
remote thun it was when Germany's
first appronch wans met by Lroyp
Gronoe's specific declaration of the
objects for which England Is fighting
and the steadfnst adherence of Parls
and Rome and Petrograd to the pol-
ley of thoroughness and presistence,
The very Joy with which the Teuton
leaders have applauded the finger
pointing to the pluce where the
ralnbow may sooner or luter appear
Is a circumstance of no little signifi-
cance. If the Allies are right In their
cause—und Tur Sux belleves not
only In the justice of that cause, but
also In its eventual triumph—every
incldent that helps to eunlighten the
great, honest and courageously suffer-
Ing people of the Teuton natlons as to
the truth of the situation and the use-
lessness of the sacrifices they are
muking Ino thelr brave If mistaken
putriotism s a distinet gain for both
the Allles and the German peoples
For the Allles because It mukes
shorter the necessary task which they
have Inexorably set for themselves;
for the Germans and Austrians and
Huopgarians and Turks because, as
we suld the other day, It enables them
to mobilize and muke effective the
moral forces which have been so long
latent and misinformed.

When these Teuton people of sense
and clvilized ambitlons and common
human impulses have learned by de-
grees the truth that s kept from
them for ambitions dynastle reasons,
there Ix a beginning of the process of
moral realignment, and the sequel of
the beginnlng 1s us certain as the day
that comes after the night. They un-
derstand well enough already the ex-
tent of the sacrifices they nre mak-
Ing; when they fully grasp the fact
that the honorable peace that Is to
rome to Europe, with restitution and
reparation to the Innocent vietims
and  permanent assurance agalnst
such outrages in the futurs, will be
A peace quite as honorable to Ger-
many as to lis antagonists, the rift
in the clouds will have opened wider
anid the ralnbow will be In sight.
There may be more or less angry re-
sistance at first to the ldea of such
a termination of the war and a hot
resolve to fight to the death of the
Inst man and the starvation of
the lnst woman and child within the
houndaries of the Central Powers:
but as the economic pressure In-
crenses and the ifievitable result be-
comes more clearly apparent, the day
will oome which President Wirson
foresees and in his somewhat Inept
way has attempted to hasten,

Therefore, the British critles of the
American position ss represented In
the essence of Mr. Wosen's note
ought to thask the Fresifent instead

should iatroduce a bill repealing the
act by which, in 1850, the United
States patented these marshes to his
State. Theu a regular appropriation
could be rushed through.
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Lifting the Vell.

Agalnst the eany theory that Ma-
dame oz Tarsxs was a conscious im-
postor must be welghed the courage
that .backed her precise predictions
fbe dared to be exact; at the height
of a popularity that owed as much to
credulity as it did to curlosity she

was greater than that her clients re-
pored In ber,

She practised an ancient trade, a
calling that has withstood the assaults
of reason and the attacks of authority
for centuries alnce authority discarded
It as an Instrument for Its own de-
fence and guidance, The light of
knowledge and learning burns bright
to-day against a menncing backgrouna
of superstition in which the longing
for foreknowledge and the effort to
tear apart the vell that hides the fu-
ture furnish important elements, No
thoroughfare is too mean to support
its fortune teller ; no mansion so grand
it excludes the oracle. We read of
strange séances at the Moscovite
court, and pleture a barbarie, crude,
and unenlightened circle of avditors;
within sound of the rhythmic beating
of sclence’'s latest engine, around the
corner from the meeting place of those
whose researches banish from the
world all except physical powers,
under the very shadow of the tower
of lconoclastic education, the crystal
gnper watches the shadows of the fu.
ture Iin his wondrous sphere, The
shop girl has gone hungry at noon
that she may buy a love philtre; the
customer she servea is filled with the
mystery of a not less strange though
more expensive attempt to mould what
is to be to the desire of what is and
what has been,

Frauds, yes; but not Infrequently
frauds who defraud themselves not
lena successfully than they befool thelr
patrons, Witcheraft and magic pros-
per where the public school opens Its
doors to the nelghborhood club; the
police court, In one of ite not few but
always unexpected amenities, conceals
the survivals under terma decently
sulted to modern ears; but spells are
cnst, and chafms are wrought In the
binck shadows bordering the course
of modernity's most powerful beam.

At no time hae there been lack of
Partridges; rather the Bickerstaff
family has seemed wanting In num-
bers. But behind the Partridges have
been always strange and simple souls,
some divining, others accepting titeir
words in perfect candor and good
fulth; and to draw the line belween
Impostor and dupe Ix m task the
wisest man well might shirk.

Mr. Weod's Case.

Judge Norr has acted wisely in ve-
fusing to dismiss the Indictment In
which Rorear . Woon Is charged with
bribe taking while holding office Aa
Public Bervice Commissloner. If Woon
Is Innocent be is entitied to the vindl-
cation of a favorable verdiet by a
jury. 1T he is guilty be should be
punished.

More important than Woon's fate,
however, Is the justification of his
prosecution. If Woop was persecuted,
If baseless charges were brought
apninst him to force him out of office,
If the authority of the Legislature and
of the crimipul courts was employed
to achleve a political purpose, a situ-
ation Intolerable and indefensible has
heen crented, The public bas the right
to know the facts, that it may deal
with the offenders.

Mr. Woop may yet achieve the dis-
tinctlon of m public benefactor, un-
likely though It now seems.

The Taxicad Situatien.

It is not to the credit of our local
taxionb establishments that a Western
concern can come here, invade the
wetropolitan fleld, reduce the rates
and become so popular with the rid-
ing public that the demand for cabs In
greater than the newcomer can sup-
ply until another shipment of cars
shall be received from the bullders.

The people have grown so tired of
the methods of predatory chauffeurs
and the inferior service offered by the
concerns engaged in the local taxicaly
busineas that invasion by a mew com-
pany offering better service at reduced
mtes s not apt to arouse in New
Yorkers who hire cabs the partisan-
ship of pride of locality.

The riding public cares little who

supplies the service if It i« trust-
worthy, safe and cheap, Theee virtues
seem to belong to the mew service
that New Yorkers have been asked
to patronise, After being made aware
of what a concern operated along
sound business lines can accomplish
in the way of service and rates, New
Yorkers would llke to know why the
companies In the fleld before the In-
vasion by the Westerners could not
offer the same advantages.

There must be money in New York
taxicaba. It is estimated that the rid-
ing public spends at least $10,600,000
a year. This huge sum Is worth com-
peting for, and the representatives of
another Western concern have been
Iqoking over the locak field with the
intention of starting In business here.
Their Inducements are low rates,
luxurious cabs and a charge account
business If requested.

It now seems likely that the elder
and established taxicab Interesta will
have to meet the .terms of the invad-
ers or get gradually and gracefully
out of the business.

Fiold Marshal Joffre,

In the Franco-Prusslan war of
1870-71 the rank of Fileld Marshal of
France lost the lustre which the
achlevements of Davorr, MasseNa,
Mumar, Ney, Bessiiaxs, Jusor,
Lawxes and other famous Generals of
Naroreon had shed upon it. Marshal
Bazaise tainted the coveted title, 'The
brave and highminded McMasox was
a disappointment In the hour of need,
It was a war In which vo soldier
ecould carry the baton In his knapsack.
But there was a Becond Lieutenant at
the front whom destiny had chosen to
command the armies of France in the
greatest war in all history, and the
grade of Field Marshal Is now to be
revived to honor him.

Joszem Jacques Cesame Jorraz
won his baton at the battle of the
Marne, on which far flung fleid he ar-
rested and turned back the German
advance and saved Paris and France.
It Is true that his subordinates did
the actual fighting, but Naroreon was
indebted to Desaix, Laxses and
Bessignes for his victory at Marengo,
and Davour clinched victory at Waog-
ram by turning the enemy’s left. The
strategy of the bartle of the Marne
was Jovree's, and he planned the
bringing up of reenforcements to out-
pumber the Germans at every point
of contact. And his was the respon-
sibllity of carrying on the grent war
for two desperute years and order-
Ing everything at the froot ; and what
a strain it has been! A single false
Judgment, as in the sanguinary and
critieal fighting to hold Verdun, and
all would have been lost.

Narorzox made his Marshals peers
and kings: Beexaporre, King of
Sweden; Murar, King of Nuples;
Brasikres, Duke of Istrin: Jixor,
Duke of Abrantes; Massgxa, I'rinee
of Essling: Davovrt, also a I'rince
after his victory at Eckmilhl. Thert]
will be no such exaltation for Jorrue
In republican France to-duy, and he
will not have the trapplngs nor sur-
round himself with the splendors that
distinguished the peasunts and ple-
belans who ecume to be NaroiLkox's
Fleld Marshals,

It will be plain, simple, methodles)
Josern Jorvre to the end, fond of
fishing from a punt in n winding
French stream, and nlways averse 1o
show and glitter. His greatness will
be measured by n grand resuli, for
trench warfare has taken nll the
martial glory out of war. In the gal-
lant and honorable company of
French  Marshals  Josern  Jorvae's
odd name will be found well up on
the roll.

How can American diplomacy be
taught If nobody can understand it?

No one familiar with the usual variety
of half dollar would recognize the new
one.—News ilem,

The eaniest way to get rid of one of
them, either new or old, Is to bet it on
that proposition. Any ordinary citizen
will do for the test.

According to the Weather Hurean
it wan u glaze, not a sleet, that humbled
80 many pedestrinns yvesterday, but the
new word does not change the speed
of a falling bolly,

Cleveland milk mrike ends—Produc-
ern and distributers agree—Consumers
will pay more.—Newspaper headline,

Unhappy consumer! Ie han place
only among the casualties.

“GARDNER I8 & voice,” saya an un-
named Western Congressmuan, pre-
dicting Interesting developments in
the Aght against Leader Maxy, Buch
a volce as bande the Peasant Girl of
Domrémy lead the Dauphin to
Rhelma, that he might there “worthily
receive his anointing”? And have the
insurgents an authentlc dauphin in
hiding?

I wonder If you could hear your-
selves! Now waltch me, and see If you
can't mmke a little more noise! Don't
be afrald ! —Condurtor HARNUART to the
“Mreasiah” audience in the Garden,

They weren't afrald. Every one of
the 8,000 was a songster, but each one
wanted to enjoy the melody of his
neighbor. New Yorkers are easily led
when they can be led at all, but hitch-
ing posta when they don’t want to be
led. And Mr. Barxnarr should not
have talked llke a foothall coach to a
squad of cloddish athletes.

Final tabulation of the vole of 1916
{s thought to nhow a decrease of 150,-
000 In the Boclalist vote, but tha. cal-
culation overlooks tha 9,000,000 votes |
that were cast for WiLson,

Canadians sequire 1,400 mcres in New
Jorsey for golf club.—Headline,

What will the Staats-Zeitung say?

Twice OGenera] E. A, Mmrmrr saw
the political party he helped to make
torn to pleces In New York, and twice
he saw It restored to eMclency. He
was an Important actor in the Btal-
wart-Half Breed row, 'an Interested
obeerver In the Progreasive revolt.
Throughout all ita troubles he retained
his falth in the Republican party, a
faith that younger men, entering po-
litical Mfe under Aifferent conditions,

was of the old school of partisans,
whose partisanship was a matter of
flercely held principle and whose con-
tribution to the nation's weifare was
at least as respectable as that of some
less earnest and profespedly daint
practitioners of politics,
Pttt T

When a Chinaman goes into bank-
ruptey with Habilities of §154,782 one
may no longer doubt the Oriental's
abllity to adapt himself to Occldental
WAYS, .

Patjent Eufope has not asked the
United States or Mexico for a state-
ment of their gims,

Dr. Bowbvan of the Health Depart-
ment declares that grip Is not epl-
demic, and says It is foollsh to start
A scare. May his word prevall in the
service he adorns! One officlal epi-
demic a pear Is about all the town
can stand,

Many disciples of the back to the
land movement would llke to know
whether the Federal Farm Loan
Board will advance money on enthu-
siasm.

It is probable that Secretary Lax-
siNo, chastened though he may be,
would be willing to admit that Car-
RANEA peems to be on ths verge of
something.

It Mexico rejecta a scrap of papgr,
what kind of acrep does she expect?

E———
THE PERIL TO THE PRESS.

United Protest Sheuld Be Made
Agalnst Prohibitive Postal Rates,

To ax Eprron or Tue Bux—=8ir: An
attempt I8 being made In Congress to
Inerease the rates of Mstage on second
class matter. The proposal la to divide
the country inlto sones, something like
the parcel post zones, the lowest charge
1o be one cent & pound, the highest six
cents.  The rate of postage on second
class matter, which Includes magazines,
agricultural and religious publicationa,
clasa journals, &c., has been for many
years one cent a pound.

The object in establishing a low rate
of postage was to encourage the dissemni-
nation of good literature for the people
at low prices. That object has been
admirably accomplished. The publishers
long ago gave away to the public (tself
In low subscription rates on all sorts of
periodicals all the advantages they got
for low rates of postage.

If Congresa raisea the rates, am Is now
proposed, the effect In connection with
the pecent remarkable rise of 100 per
cent. or more in the price of white paper
will be the destruction of many hun-
dreds of publications and the erippling
of nearly all of the'n, It would prob-
ably becoms necessary for all poblica-
tions 8o increase thelr subseription rates,

Unleas people want 10 pay a good deal
more money for their reading matter
than they have been paving, an earnest
protest rhould go to Congress against
any Increase in rates. In point of fact,
there would seem to be no excuse for &
movement of this kind at the present
time, becauss Postmaster-General Burle-
son has recently announced that thers
Is n surplus in the Post Offica Depart-
ment for the last fiscal year of over
$5.000, 000, .

It In urged upon your readers to as-
certain the name of their Congressman
at onee and write to him, protesting
ngainst this increase in the rates of post-
apge, pointing out that ithe people are
heing sufficlent!y taxed nmow in mll sorts
of ways without Increasing the cost of
their reading matter.

Eowin W. INnoatns,

Boston, December 27

A Vast Industry Menaced,

To e Emron or Tue SrNn-—Fir: To
the high cost of living -may soon be
ndded the high comt of reading matter
it the movement In Congress to In=-
creass second class postuge rates sucs
reeds

The publishing business has grown to
vast proportions, employing a  greaat
number of men and women. Now |t |=
proposed In an instant, ax It wers, to
destroy this great Industey, Nearly
every periodical would have to ralse (ts
rubscription rates or go out of business,
thereby placing upon the reading publie
an onerous and unnecesnmary tax.

Unless people wake up and send vig-
orous protests to Washington this meas-
ure, which Ix to be attached to the post
office appropriation Bill as a rider, Is
likely to alip through and become law,

NEw York, December 27. M. T. R,

MR. DONALD'S SHIPS.

His Company Keeps Its Vessels Under
the Hritish Flag.

To e Evitor or Tue SUn-—Sir: It
behooves the Senate carefully to look
into the gualifications and fitness of the
men named by the President for the
shipp.ng board before confleming their
appointment. The lawyer, the lumber-
nian atd  the asxsistant rallroad man
whom the 'resident has named may In
timie mequire 4 suMeolent practical Knowl-

of practical value on the shipping bonrd,

but it Isx A& question if they can now
be sald to possess, as the shipping hill
particularly requires. “fitness for the

eMeient discharge of the dutles Imposed
upon them by this act,”

Une of the other commissioners naumed
by the DPresident s an ex-steamsahip
man whe retired from the steamship
buxiness about twenty-five years ago,
when he sold out to the shipping com-
bine, However, friends of the American
merchant marine will be mom concerned
regarding the nomination of Mr. John
A. Danald, a native Britisher, and at
present the head of a Hritish steamship
company owning and operating five
stenmers, all under tha British flug.

At a loyal, patriotie friefid of the
merchant marine It might reasonably
huve heen expected of Mr, Donald that
he would have put his vessels under
the American flag when Congresa passed
legisiation In 1812, and mgain In 1914,
enabling him to do so, but the latest
Ldoyd's Register wtill lists his vensels
under the Britieh Aag.

Inasmuch as Hritish shipping will be
most affected Ly the workings of the
shipping bill If ita provisions are prop.
erly and loyully carried out, those of
us who hope for a revival of our mer-
chant marine through this act will have

i merlous misgivings as to the wisdom of

having as the only meiive steamship
man on the shipping bolird a man whose
whole Interemts are |dentifled with Hrit-
ish shipping. ARQONAUT,

Bosron, Mass, December 28.

Scrmps of Paper.

The Cltizen==1 resoive to be good.

Tha New Year—What belter gusraniess
can you give me tham yeu gave the Old
Year?

Flace,
Though war must vell mischance,
The map liss barey
Who diea “somewhers In France"
Liveb—everywhere.
Mclawpsunam WiLsow.

lmmnmuu-m He

107 | uny one discover in all the scholastic

OUR FOREKIGN POLICY.

Its Purpose Beemn te Ba ihe Exala.
tion of Mr. Wileen Himsell.
To T™as Epiton or Tuz Sun—8ir: Can

maunderings of this Administration any
ona appeal to the people of this country
to uphold Its goble inheritancs of honor
and duty? Is not the whole courss of
| diplomacy a vague probing of our neigh-
bors* fedlings, ,an absorbing effort Lo
be negatively neutral and a “watehful
walting” for an opening wherein some
diplomatic glory may be come upon by
chance? All this with no thought for
the feslings of thousands of trye Ameri-
cans who are praying and hoping for
worhe word or deed which will restors
the longed for thrill of patriotism and

the opportunity to exalt their country.
Another deplorable featurs of the Ad-
ministration’'s asctivity s Its effort to
take to itself all branches of governs
ment. It assumesstha position of spokes-
man for the heart, mind and pocket of
the Ameriean people and mixes them
all Indiseriminately. It struggles vio=
lently to clothe jteelf with the togas of
Wishington, Lincoln, Monroe and Jef-
ferson at one and The same time, and
passes by entirely the modern mantles
of Cleveland, McKinley and Roosevelt,
which are cut on more matter of fact
lines and could {n many ways be worn

becomingly and with greater modesty.

Fagomick A. Kina,

BoaTon, December 27.

ADAM'S APPLE A CITRUS.

And Anyway the Term Apple Is Ap-
plied to ANl Kinds of Frult.

To Tne Eorron or TRe Bun—Rir: 1
have waited several days for some one
to send you an answer to the Important
questions: Wans the forbidden fruit an
apple? Why do folks call It an apple?

Has no word on this subject come 1o
you from Dr. Vieetelly, who usually
rushea into type with answers (o such
puxsles from his Jexicographio and lexi-
logle stores?

Does not Gotflam, for gensrations the
proverbial city of wise men and now
the first city In the world for Talmudic
lore, sport or support ons who will quote
from Mishmas or what-do-you-call-"ems
what Rambam or %thers sald of Eve's
appla?
| Turn we then to the Century Diction-
ary (now In one volume on famous In-
dia paper) and find under the word "ap-
ple,” definition 3, the following:

2 A nams popuiarly given te various
frulta or trees having llitle or nothing In
eommon with the apple Among them
are: Adam’'s appls ithe iime, a variety of

EPIDEMIC

PNEUMONIA
- ACCLIMATIZED TROOPS.

. —
AMONG Uy.

Army Doctors in Burepe Find That Selllars Are Net Machines and » Vi
" Heime Is the Best Prescrvative of Their Health,

The omg:u of prmh among
troops at border is a phenomenon
to be closely studied, not excluded
as something accidental. To oon-
sumption figst, and then to pneumonia,
is due the greatest mortality of mod-
ern armiesa from disease. “The re-
cruit,” says Bir Willlam Osler, “takes
with him two enemibs, the pneumo-
coccus and the tubercle bacillus”
Some of the observations of French
and British physiclans are certainly
illuminative on the epidemics
pneumonia in France to-day; too
flluminative it seems, for detalls full
of significance have been excised by
the censor. It would appear, how-
ever, from the carefully censored re-
port of Dr. Carnot and Dr. De Kerdel
In Parfs Médical that unacclimatized
troops, especially the ocolored, have
suffered severely from a plague of
pneumonia, which these authors call
the septicemic or blood poisoned
form. In the opinion of Dr. Carnot
the most virulent form of pneumonia
in now raging among the recruits, and
particularly among the African regi-
ments of Seregaless and the Annam-
ites. “The pneumococcus,” he writes
in his report upon “Epidemic Pnsumo-
cofils of Tropical Boldiers,” generally
causes merely local or sporadic out-
breaks in France, but when the viru-
lence of the germ has increased, and
when the bodily resistance of recruits
has diminished, a veritable contaglous-
nesa Is noted, a contagiousness which
produces the epidemics of pneumonia
or pneumonic plague that we have
observed in our hospitals,

“These epidemics appear to be
more frequent among colonial troope.
Certaln races, in fact, are more recep-
tive of the germ than others, and In
thess men ordinary pneumonis oftan
assumes the grave epidemie form. We
have already experienced several of
these outdreaks In troope that have
been suddenly transplanted from
their homea to the cold districts of
Flanders and northern France. Experi-
ments with animals have proved that
such epldemion are due to a trans-
muted septicemic type of the pneumo-
coccus.'

It appears that the Britlsh hawve
also suffered, through their traditional

prila lobate; the beef or bull.apple, Nide-
roxylon rugosum; the hitter apple or colo-
eynth, Cltrullus ecoalacynthis; th‘ apple of
Catn, Arbytus unedo. the cedarsapple, an
excrescencs upan the juniper caused by a
fungus (Uymnasparangium macropus); the
custard-apple, specien af Anons, especially,
In the West Indies, A, retlculata, and, in
the East Indles, A. pnuamona; the devil's
or mandrake apple, Mandragora ofcina-
rum; the egr-apple, or Jew's or mad ap-
ple, Salanum esculentum; the elephant or
wood-apple, Feronla elsphantum: the
golden apple of Hengal, Helou marmelos;
the kangauroo-apple, SHolanum lacinlatum:
the Kel apple, Absria caffra; the love-
appla or tomate, Lycopersicon Iycopersi-
cam; the mammes.apple, Mamme ameri.
cana: the May or Indian apple. Podophyl-

Cltrgs medica, and the plantain® Musa at
paradisincal; the alligator-apple. Anone climates,
patustrin, the balam-apple, Momordica
halsamina: the wild balsam-apple, Micram-

of sending unfit men to alien
The germ of pneumonia
increases in Its daily power among
two classes: Lhe youth or lad who is
supposed to be “delicate” and is sent
to & warmer climate, and the recruit
from the colonles who In sent to the
trenches In France., This evil of the
British army system, an evil inciden-
tal to all army systems under which

soldlers have a pull, s bitterly .
posed In an article on "The Quey.
tion of Passing Army Unfita for (pe

Medicine and Hyglene of Decomber
1916, The writer denounces the pres.
ent abuses of recruiting that allow
famliliea to send their weaker membery
to warm climates under the mistakey
notion that g man with a tendency to
consumption must be benefited thepy.
by. Not only the man but the army
often suffers, since the change o
climate In many cases becomes {ha
declding factor, not the temperatype,
The ablest English physicians have
protested against this abuse of pe.
crulting, and they urge the following
reasons: It Is well known that g
mate influences very considerably tha
bodily health of those whoss mechap.
ism |s especially responsive to changey
of temperature. Hence many peopls
belleve that the temperature (s the
whole thing, feelng In a vagus way
that protection from harsh extremen
of heat and cold 1 wsufficient. and
after practical questions of lighting,
ventllation and clothing have hes
disposed of, that the other influences
of climate are abstruse, apecial, in.
comprehensible. 8o they are, in 4
senpe, as experiences In France show,
even to doctors. who rather ostents.
tiously employ climate as a means of
treating thelr worst camses of pneumo-
nia and consumption, and thus ther
more or less haphazard remedies are
kept in the foreground by this sem!.
philosophie, aseml-sclentific routine
which would put the body of man
under the same physical laws as any

There are fortunately many sigma
that this medical extremism is pass.
ing away, and though it is mecessary
a8 In earller periods for medical
practitioners to use climatic methods,
these will be employed with mor
escience, and It will be recognized that
in the treatment of many diseases the
firast point for consideration s the
state of mind of the patient. Climats
has mixed effects. Army doctors an
now, after two years of war, begin
ning to return to the ideal of homs
treatment. The complete healer, |n
the case of thoumanda of French and
British moldiers, s the native heart!
Authorities like Bir James Mackenze
Bir Thomas Barlow and Sir William (..
ler are tendimg to bring the influeno
of custom, famillar food und scenes ta
act on bodlly function. The abuses pos.
sible In calling In aid forelgn cli!mates
are now evident, Epidemics of pneu-
monia and thberculosls are common

NOT AN EFFECTIVE FORCE.
Ia an Emergency the National Guard

CYNIC'S NATURE STUDY.

He Sees an Owl Among the Lamhs, it

Weuld Be Found Wanting.

To THE Epitor oF Tue Bun—E8ir: 1
would llke to answer the letter nigned |
“A Defender of the Guard" that ap- '
peared In TuHe Sun of December 23,

fum peltatium; the monkey-apple, Clusia
flava: the Otahelte apple, Spondias dulels.’
the apple of Peru, Physalodes physalodes; |
the Persian apple (an early name for lh-i
peach); the pineapple, Ananas ananas: the |
pond-apple.  Anona globra, the prairie-
apple. the rool of Psnralea esculenta; the |
rose-appie. Carvophylius jambos (Eugenia |
Jamboa of Linnwus); the seven ser apple, |
tienipn clusiefolia;: the star-apple. Chrysn- |
phyllum cainita. the sugar-apple ,\n-wal
reticulata; the tharn.appls. Datura strea-
monium, & The wild apples of Queens |
land are the frult of m species of Ran-
cooria,

Or In the (equally Tndia paper) En-
cxclopmdin Britunnicoa, at the end of ifs
articla “Apple,” Volume 11, page 224,
second column :

Many exotle frults, having nething In
rommon with the apple, are Known by that |
name, o g, the Balsam apple, Momordica |
balsaniina. the custard appie. (g ., |
Anona reticulnta: the ez apple, Eslanum

antivus: the star apnle, Chrysophylium
vatnito; and the apples of Hodom, Raola- 1
num sodometum A, R R

A New England poet, 1 think. leng
ago—certainly hefore the wequisition of
Hawall and Porto Rico or the devel-
opmént of eltrus groves in Florida or
California, wrote lines like these In
pralse of thess United Etates:

L.#t other lands exulting giean
The cluster from the vine
The oranga from its giosay green
The appin frem the pine—
and, 1 suppose, meant pineapple by the
last e

tionuries, though T am sure it s true;

“Apple In Enzlish, like pomme (n
Frenoh spomme de terre and  pomme
d’amour, for example) and pomum m]

 have been oranges, and so too the Bib-|

|
The same phenomenon in Hnguistle lu-i
age miay be seen in ‘beach plum,” which
In not a plum, and alss in the name
‘alligator pear,’ or ‘avocado pear.’ ”rl
im wn avocado, or ‘lawyer pear in the |
very mature of things something that i
belien its name?”

1 hope that this may put your corre-
spondent’'s mind In something nearer
“apple ple order.” APPLETON APPLEAT.

New Yoax, December 26,

(ieneral Mheridan's Birthplace,

To rus Eptron oF Tiue Sex—Sirc In or-
der that Dr. ©°Matley may be set right as
th the birthplars of denersl Phillp H,
Sheridan, permit me o quote from the
CPepsond]l Memoalre of . H, Sheridan.'®
Volume 1. Chapter 1. In which “Little
Phil'* says: "My parents, John snd Mary
Sheridan, came o America in 18I, hay
ing heen Induced by the representations
of my father's uncle, Thomas Galnor, then |
living In Albany, N. Y., ta try thelr for- |
tunes i the New World, They wers born |

titied m lemschald on the entate af Cherry
Mount * ¢ My parents wern hiood |
relations —cousine In the second degres—
my mother, whose malden name wun |
Minor. having descendsd from u collateral |
| branch of my father's tfamily. Before
Inaving Ireland they had two rmldnn.f
and on the 8th of March, 1831, the year
ufter their arrival In this country, I was
born In Albany, N. Y., the third chlld in |
s family which sventually increased to six |
~—four boys and two girls" '
Gronos F. Bnnany,
Naw Yoax, December 24,

The Autemoblle Passrs Tla Twentleth Mile. |
wlene

Prom the Londan Chrewmicle. |
*1t was twenty years ago November 14,
1804, that motor cars were first distin-
gulshed from tractlon engines and allowed
to travel on public roads without & man |
with & red fag preceding them. To cele.
brate the eccaslon & processlon was argan- .
Ined that day on the Nrighton rosd. It
any vehicle which teok part in that nro—l

weore to

»p

ment &8 & megatherium.,

But 1| ean't find thix note In the die-

1m an endeavor to beamireh Otls L. Ben-

In the streets now | marringe on Wednesday,
it would creatles almost as much sstonlsh- | Porter will make their home is Brim-

He, like the rest of the defenders, con-
siders the personal feelings of the men
in the Guard more than he conslders
the protection of the natlon: hin faith-
fulness to the Nationnl Guard far out- |
weighs his love for his country. The
whole history of this country points to
the volunteer rystem as a fallure, It
has ®o proved In every war. As a
militar® rorce the National Guard Is
without value in an emergency,

Were that emergency to be a sudden
decluration of wur against us by any
#ingle nation or combination of nations,
we sxhould be called upon to raise net
less than a total of thres million men.
The National Guard hasn't -one-fiftisth
of that number, and what it has could
not be mobillzed fn two months at full
sirength and with regular service rqu!p~|
ment. It would be poorly officered,
many of the officers being without any

enculentum; the rose appe various 'l'“"":mmlll'lmtlonn to command and to be sn. | ANCes for the exigency of noetlcal inr
nf Kugenia. the pineapple (0. v.), Ananne | onciad with the lives of those under KUaRe. which, for the sake of verse

them except that they are good fellows !
and are popular with the men in lhalrl
respective regiments. And the division |
from each Btate would be commanded |
by a politiciun, appointed by his Gov-
ernor 1o payv a political debt,

And thie s the nrmy of untrained men
which “A Defender” and all defenders
of the Natlonal Guard would have the
nation depend upon for s very life
against milliona of trained troops with |
highly trained oMeers and Genernls,

J. €, Nossatson, Jr,

East Oranar, N. I, December 27. |

|

FORTY YEARS AGO. |
From a Diary of Jansary 1, 1837, |
The sleighing is the best the city

Latin, i« used loosely of any fruit, The | has ever known: all sleighes and cut- ‘ Pike's Peak Stite (t s deoniod advis .
golden apples of the Hesperides mus :"‘!'H ure out and there was racing on |0 Induce & Colorado cunury (burros

Bt Nicholas avenue, The favorite |

odee of ocean shipping to make them | jjcal apples of gold in plctures of sliver” | sourse was from Charley Kinzell's to | And acourately nocomplished by tha

Gabe Case's, Skating In the park, too

A crowd of gay sleighers last night |
tried to make a lively New Your's
eve of it in the 8t. Jullan Hotel at
Eighty-sixth street and the Boule-
vard, but gs it was SBunday Superin-
tendent Walling made Captain Sle-
hert sipp them,

There Is a good deal of sadness on
account of the wreck of the Essel, off |
Bridgehampton, with twenty-eight
lowt; and hecause of the Ashtabula
disgaster, where they are still taking
ot bodles.

Last night there was a ecrowd at
Trinity to hear the bells. They played
“Praise Ye the Lord” “Old Hundred,”
“Ye Heavens Adore Him,” “Angels |
from the Realms of Glory,™ "‘l'amhee|

| Doodle Dandy,” “My Lodging Ia on the

Cold  Ground” and “"Home, Sweet
Home." |
Went this afternoon to the Grand |

and reared In the County Cavan, Ireland,  Opera House to see Daly's revival of | xin,
whera from early manhood my father had | "“"New York by Gus Light" and to- |from the United Sintes
' night to see Hooth as Brufus st the

Lyceum,

The old custom of New Year call-
ing seems to be disuppearing. There
wus more drinking in the hotels and
clubs than ever. Mayor Ely had a
reception in the City Hall. but fgw
attended.

A Discovery in Kunflower Palitics,
From (he Oaborms Farmer,

For several weeks pait we have noted
that one J. M. Rodmers, aver in Mitchell
vounty, has been Lrylng to tear up the sarth

ton and at the same time glorify John
Connelly. We have found the bug under
the chip. Rodgere’s brother is postmuster
at Belolt and wants another term.

Nace Woemen Vele n Illimale,

From tha Brimfeld Nows
Mr. Everett Foster and Misw Abbis B
Porter, both of Brimfeld, were uyaited in
Mr. snd Mra

"l‘n Stop a Mule's Braylng Tie a Stone

Cochin Chine's tmports of hariw
(ehinery and fron and stes AT
2000000 In & puriial vear The
WAre frade nffers the best murkes
American producis

High freight rites caused by the
resulted In a deorense of maiee sl
from Cochin Chink durihg the P

Not a Fiying Lobster.

To T™e Epiton or Tur Svy— 80 |
have received from the Public Mea
Service of the Treasury Department, 1o
® Up on the stock market, but advie

with apposite roference to the case of
the bird, the fox. the squirrel and the
dog. not to worrs, no matter what s
done by this Government for my mer
tal uplift and pecuniary Joss. AL e
1 was of the opinion thut the argumer s
and Instances of this valunble stute 1

per We e not =0 strong und good as t

of “The Progress of Man.” of which
meemed to be o weak copy, but in ¢
i Hkely that | was in a mistake i

conaider the well known lines of 1t

earller effort:

Ah' wha has seen the malldd lahater »los

Clap his bromd wings, and soaring .
the skilen*

When did the owl. desconding from he
how'r

Crop, "midst the Rescy fAacks, the tenie
Aow'y?

T think we all saw this happen !
Thursday, if we make the usual al'ow

Epeaks of a lobster as maildd, &o  Ard
80, It we should go through the list of
the poem, we should be obliged to o
cede the greater approprintensss of 19s
examples s0o eloquently urgesd hy
Publie Health Service, Judged by e
ftandard of humbug and hyvpoeris:

Jonx B, GLEAk:

New Yonk, December 26,

ATTENTION, EUROPE!

to His Tall.

To Tar Evirtor oF Tie Svy-—8ir
Freneh seterinary experts who
only mtop an army mule from braying ©
operating on the anlmul's nostril shn
have studied In Colorado. Whan 10 1

The

ceans singing the cossution s g

simpls remedy of attaching a gtere °
the canary's tull. Solong as the weig!
rufficient to prevent any elevation of 17s
caudal appenduge hraving im impos
The same remedy will acoompls
same result with w mule—(f any e ot
hero can be found brave enough 1o ats
tach the stone to the mule's tail

Fraxx A Foan

New Yonk, December 45

TRAPE BRIEFS,

France s
product
More than haif of the paren
mioet of the lubricating olls (s )
French T
Tinpuorie .
f the pre

the only customer

Indo-China n
declined, hawever, heonuse

high prices,
A bill has been preser pd ta the

providing for the opening of a pen
In Spatn, tn be known os tho Mo
pannl de Comercin Bsierior The= |
of the proposed hank wiil Le primar

exiennion of forelgn

Consul Jose de Ollvares at e
Ontario, suggests that an LU o -
vertivlag campalgn i this districr w
do much to Increass the deipand for A
iean electric lghting supplles,

Blesl stampn wnd dies, nistal plates *
machinery and rubber stamp spe s
are In demand In Argenting,

The ascarcity of rubber In Ciermary &b
resulied In the use of wooden tires ¢
bicycies, Stesl coll tirew have & sa heen
tried, but they are abjectionabls bhe o .48
of the damage they do to pavemnen s

Bouth Africe offers an attractive mathe
for safes.

frude

Giloamy VForebodiage.
From the Fuiporia Ganette
The Kansas Legisature [« the enly
on the mewspaper's vision of s Hapy ' **
Toar,

Tropica™ In the Journal of Tropiey B




